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TEC HN ICA L BULLETIN  #51 A pr il 1997

Ite m #1 Soft Housings T he re ha ve be en a numbe r of re por te d inc ide nts of unusua lly high pull f or ce s nee ded to rele ase the 
main c anopy in a  malf unction situation. T he  situation ha s be e n encounte re d on systems using sof t housings and mini r iser s.
I t repor te dly ha s only ha ppe ne d w ith malfunctioning sma ll high pe r forma nc e c anopies w hic h have twiste d the  rise rs tightly
bef or e  r ele ase a ction c ould be  initiated.

Sun Pa th, maker s of the  Ja ve lin, have  use d sof t housings for a  number  of  yea r s and c ontinue  to do so. They te nd to think
some of the  har d pull situations could ha ve  be en a ver te d if the  longer  re le a se  c a ble had be en c orr ec tly r outed. A  diagra m
f ollow s which show s c or re c t routing.

Sof t housings c an be  replac ed with meta l housings by a  qualified Rigge r "A"  as long a s the y only re quire hand ta cking. A ny
r equir ed ma chine sew ing would nee d to be  performed by a  Rigger "B". Details of  housing change-over c an be  obta ined from
Sun Pa th Pr oduc ts Inc ., 5037 G a ll Blvd., Ze phyrhills, Flor ida  33541  Phone: (813)  782-9242 Fax: ( 813)  788-3057

Item #2 Sof t Riser  R ings A  number  of  r ings on 3-r ing r iser  re le ases have tur ne d up with severe  dama ge  a fte r unusua lly har d
ope nings. T he r ings in question suff er ed enough distortion to r equir e a dditional ma nual manipula tion in or de r to re lea se the
r iser s in a  malf unction situation.

Rings whic h have  show n da mage a re  not ha r ne ss rings but the lar ge r  r ing on the  r ise r in all c ase s mini riser s. These  r ings
w er e not only distor ted but ha d a lso suf f er ed se ve r e "pitting", like ly fr om pr evious ope nings. T he se  inde nta tions a r e quite 
e vident and should ha ve  been notice d during pr ef light inspec tions long be fore  the situation develope d in which a ma lf unction
occ ur r ed, bringing the pr oblem of  soft r ings to light.

Rigger s, a nd for  tha t matter  all pa r achutists, should be  inspec ting riser  r ings the y c ome in conta ct with during re pack c yc le s
a nd normal pr e-f light gea r  c he c ks. I f any " pitting"  is noted, usua lly se ve ra l notice able indenta tions~ the  rise r s should be
r etur ned to the  rise r  manufa cture r.
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Ite m #3 EOS Re se r ve  P ilot C hute  Upgr ade  Par a-Flite  ha s upgra ded their E OS r e se rve  pilot chute  to inc orpor a te  the
f ollow ing improvements:

     - re pla cing the pla stic ca p w ith a  stainle ss stee l c ap to pre vent c ra cking
     - shor tening the  spring to ma ke  compr ession ea sie r
     - using a  thic ke r  w ir e  making the spr ing less prone  to be nding a nd ea sie r to ha ndle

T his ite m is in stoc k for  imme dia te shipment. Upon re ceipt of EOS se ria l number they will send this repla cement pilot chute 
a t no char ge to ow ne r . Ca ll Pa r a-Flite  at ( 609) 663-1275

Ite m #4 St r ong Enter prise s Bullet in Str ong E nterprises issued Pr oduct Se rvic e Bulletin #22 on 20 Fe br uar y, 1997 whic h
a ff ec ts the ir  D ual H a wk T a ndem. T his two pa rt bulle tin r equir es ma ndatory c omplia nc e prior  to 20 May, 1997.

A ff ec ted units: D ua l H aw k T ande m Syste ms; PN 103000 thr ough 103005 ( Dw g N o. 1151 & 68E10001) .

Bac kgr ound: A) Str ong E nter prise s has deter mined tha t Dua l Hawk Tandems Systems w ith c omponents not approved
by Str ong E nter prise s pre sent a  haz a rd that is not ac ce pta ble  f or  ta nde m jumping.

B) The  r apid improve ments of  the Dua l Ha w k Ta nde m syste m ha ve shown c onside ra ble  saf e ty
e nhanc ements. I t is a lso e vide nt tha t most syste ms olde r  tha n e ight ye a rs ha ve  c onside ra ble  w ea r  a nd
deter ior ation w ith loss of  per f or ma nce  a nd could pose  a  thre a t to the use rs.

Ser vic e Bulle tin: A ) Only compone nts a ppr oved by Strong Enter pr ises may be  use d on the  Dual Ha wk T a ndem Syste m
f or  ta ndem jumping.

B) All D ua l H aw k T andem Syste ms shall have a  ser vic e lif e of eight ye ar s f rom date of
manuf a ctur e  or be re tur ne d to Str ong E nte rprises f or re inspe c tion and r ec er tif ic a tion. I t may then be 
pla ce d bac k in ser vic e for  f ive  yea r s.

T his ser vic e bulle tin doe s not change the  r equir eme nts f or  pe riodic inspe ctions a nd ma inte nance  as outline d in the FAA 
E xe mption or ma nuf ac tur er s instructions.

Str ong E nte rprises, 11236 Sa te llite  Blvd., Or lando, FL 32837 phone : (407)  859-9317 f ax: ( 407)  850- 6978


